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claims are made for it. It would take far too much space to enumerate even a few of these mis-statements. It will suffice to say that the feeding of a good mineral will not make any difference in the susceptibility of pigs to worms, hog cholera, necro, or any other contagious or parasitic disease, and any farmer who feeds the same in the hope of reducing his losses from such disease is laboring under a delusion.
To aid the worm prevention properties of some mixtures, a small amount of copperas or some other vermifuge is included. This is supposed to expel worms. Such a method of worm eradication is out of date. Worms can only be controlled by proper handling of the small pigs under four months of age and the individual treatment of the older infested hogs with a recognized worm expeller. The addition of drugs to the slop or grain feeds is not considered an effective way to rid hogs of worms.
It is unfortunate that a good feeding practice is being disregarded by many growers of swine because of over-exploitation. The man who buys a mineral mixture under the impression that it will help to prevent or cure necro soon finds it to be worthless for this purpose and may later refuse to use it even when indicated in the prevention of rickets.
The owner of hogs is advised to keep a simple mineral mixture before his herd at all times, placed in self-feeders and the animals allowed to help themselves. Mineral mixtures will not cause the animals to make miraculous gains or increase the number of pigs in a litter. A simple homemade mixture is composed of 20 pounds of common salt, 40 pounds of bone-meal or spent bone-black and 40 pounds of ground limestone or air-slaked lime. When needed to prevent hairless pigs, % ounce of potassium iodide may be included. If it is desired to make the mixture more palatable, tankage may be added. The animals will eat considerably more of this mixture in order to satisfy their craving for tankage.